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Welcome to our first Newsletter. … and Happy Christmas!
The Story so Far:
For those of you who are new to the project and for all of you have been on
our general email list for some time, here is a short history so far.
At the May 2016 Transition City Lancaster meeting, Ralph and Cherith invited
anyone interested in starting a new co-housing project in Halton to a meeting
at Halton Mill. There was a piece of land available that would be a potential
site.

So on May 25th six people met including Chris Coates one of the developing
founding members of the award winning multi-generational Lancaster Cohousing project. He was volunteering his experience to help get the ball
rolling. We learned the land in question had planning permission for a nursing
home but so far no developer appeared interested.
To generate interest and to further our understanding of what we were getting
into, a talk by Maria Brenton was organised for July. Maria is a Project
Manager and Co-housing Consultant. In her own words “I work to promote
senior cohousing communities as an option for people who want to age
independently, autonomously and companionably. Cohousing is about
developing your own intentional neighbourhood where privacy and
communality are held in balance.” In August, Ralph had informal conversations
with the landowner expressing our interest. Several more meetings were held

to outline our ideas of how we wanted to live as a co-housing project and preapplication planning advice was sought from Lancaster City Council. By the
end of 2016 we had an encouraging response from the Planning Department.
A facebook page was set up in December.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Haltonseniorcohousing/

In January 2017 we held an open public meeting spreading the word that this
project would go ahead. Chris very kindly made enquiries with the Ecology
Building Society to explore funding options for the project and received a
favourable response.
Our research continued with some of the group visiting LILAC co-housing in
Leeds and others attending an open day at Eden Insulation timber frame
Passivhaus builders. Both parties were impressed and encouraged.
We heard there was government funding for community led housing projects
and in September we had an agreement form Lancaster city council that the
grant would fund our feasibility study. We pushed on holding our first
meeting with Ecoarc, the architects who had designed the Passivhaus
Lancaster Co-housing project. Andrew from Ecoarc guided us to imagine what
we would like to see on the site. We agreed on 4 two bedroom houses at one
end and a terrace of 4 two bed flats with 12 one bed flats at the other end. All
are to be Passivhaus. A common house and gardens would be in-between.
After lunch we developed draft floor plans. We held another information event
ending the year in December 2017, hoping to find more members.

In order to receive the grant funding, we registered as a Limited Company in
March 2018. A third open public meeting was held to officially launch the
project in March followed by a social in April for those who were seriously

thinking of moving in and becoming neighbours. We were getting to know one
another and what our expectations were.
May 2018 we appointed Wrigleys Solicitors to act for our group in negotiating
an exclusivity agreement with the land owner. We held our second workshop
with Ecoarc deciding what the Common House and gardens would be like. A
conservatory overlooking the pond was a highlight.
Two years had passed and some of the original
group dropped out and new members joined. We
are still looking for more prospective members. A
second social continued the building of friendships.
We made an offer on the land which continues to
be negotiated at present.
Halton Senior Co-housing Web page:
https://www.haltonseniorcohousing.org.uk/

Feasibility Study:
This is available on request and we hope to put it on the web site soon.
Workshop for Internal Design
In early January 2019, we plan to start making clear plans of what we would
like within our homes, with designs that are suitable for over 55s.
Welcome Coffee
Once we have secured the land, we will be advertising welcome meetings that
will give people a chance to get to know more about Halton senior co-housing
by meeting with some of those who have already committed.

